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Tusk few pages are not publiſhed. The 
Author diſtributes ſome copies among his pariſhion- 
ers, and he circulates a few, ſolely becauſe he con- 
ceives it to be his duty to bear the teſtimony they 
contain, He alſo takes leave ſolemnly to declare, 
that, with the exception of one note, they intend no 
allufion to the improper conduct of any individual. 
To the vittue and charities of ſeveral they do ; whoſe 
names, though in no exalted life, he ſhould conſi- 
der, if he-were to mention them, as doing honor to 
his page. Of the remedies for the evils againſt which 
his diſcourſe is principally directed, he forbears to 
ſay much, at leaſt in preſent, He is nevertheleſs of 
opinion, that ſuch as are effectual may be found. 
In ſmaller articles, agreements to refrain from 
purchaſe, if formed with due conſideration, and 
adhered to with ſtrict perfeverance, would not 
fail to do much, In greater matters, they muſt 
conſiſt partly of recurrence to the ancient laws 
and polity of the kingdom, with a few modifi- 
cations, to adapt them to theſe times; partly 
of pretty ſtrong coercion of ſome very important 
abuſes of more modern date, the corre&ion of which 
| he believes would be attended with no great 
difficulty, but would undoubtedly meet with ſome 


oppoſition ; and partly by cert ain regulations in the 
| ; police 


L ix. 1 
police of corporate towns, at leaſt as far as is con- 
nected with this ſubjet, But remedies of ſome kind 


or other muſt be applied; and thoſe both ſpeedy and 


efficient; or he has too much reaſon to to fear that 


great as are the preſent evils, miſchiefs infinitely 
greater are to be apprehended from their faſt ap- 


pamchin g ens 


THE Author, in P. 6, may ſeem to refer to the mere 
natural powers of man, as ſufficient to direct him, under all cir- 


cumſtances, to the Diſcovery of the Exiſtence, and Providence of 
his Creator. His real ſentiments are, and he wiſhes he had there 
explained them with more accuracy, as he has done upon other 


occaſions, that at leaſt all the religious knowledge, and very 
probably the far greater part even of the civil improvements of 


mankind, are to be referred to Revelation; and have been, as 
allelſe that has been good in the world,” * the words of the very 


able and pious writer he now quotes, in their firſt roots merely 


derivative” “ reſembling, perhaps with the cloſeſt analogy, 
« the growth of a vaſt tree; watered from on high with divine 
e light, and ſpreading its branches indeed over the whole earth; 

&« but continually diſcovering its original trunk and root; with- 


© out the ſupport of which not one roman! has | ever grown to 


« maturity.” : 
Kivne's Munimenta Autiqu, Preface, Þ «1 5 and P, 17. 
LE 
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8 ERM ON, &c. ; 


ACTS XI. 1 7. 


He left not himſelf without witneſs, in that he 
gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful ſea- 


ſons, filling our hearts with food and gladneſs. 


_ Sr, Paul and his companion Barnabas had 
been preaching in Lyſtra, a conſiderable city of 
Lycaonia in the leſſer Aſia, St. Paul had alſo 
miraculouſly cured of inveterate lameneſs an in- 
habitant of that city, who had been a cripple from 


his infancy, and had never walked. . The elo- 


quence and wiſdom of the Apoſtle's diſcourſe, and 


| the wonderful and beneficent action he had per- 
formed, produced the ſtrongeſt influence upon 


the minds of this ſanguine and precipitate peo- 
ple. Erroneous in their Opinions, they conceiv- 
ed the two Apoſtles to be themſelves Deities, 
inſtead of meſſengers of the true God and his 
ever-bleſſed Son. Impetuous in their Actions, 


they would have offered them public worſhip; 


and had appointed, and were preparing ſolemn 
ſacrifices to the Gods, whoſe condeſcenſion they 
imagined had vouchſafed to viſit, to inſtru, and 


confer benefits upon them. . 


remonſtrances, 


1 


With moſt ſerious alarm, and anxious ear- 


neſtneſs, the Apoſtles inſtantly interfered; hardly 


able, with evexy exertion, and by the weightieſt 

= reſtrain this miſguided zeal. 
«© We are men as yourſelves our miſſion is to turn 
you from. theſe deluſions to the one true God, 
the Univerſal Father and Creator—the Giver of 


all Goodneſs, the Parent and Preſerver of every 


createdBeing.” He, ſay the Apoſtles, in no time 
ce left himſelf without witneſs“ —manifeſting in 
every age, and to every nation, His Power, His 
Goodneſs, and His Providence. Then follow 
the words for our immediate confideration,— 
& giving us rain,” &c. 

It is well worthy of remark, that the witneſs 
the Apoſtle declares with ſuch ſolemnity that God 


hath always given of Himſelf, is by his continued 


operations of goodneſs and beneficence, and in 


particular by the ſupport which all created Being 


derives from the bounty of his Providence. It 
is alſo obſervable, that St. Paul. is expreſs in in- 
ſiſting that at no time whatever, in no period of 
ignorance and darkneſs, however groſs, hach God 
left himſelf without this witneſs—that though 


« in times paſt he ſuffered all nations to walk in 


their own ways” —unaſliſted by. the knowledge of 
true religion—undirected by any revelation of his 
willuaintraced by his miniſters—yet that ſtill 
the natural powers of the mind of man, the natu- 
ral obſervations of his own reflection, could not but 
point out to him the great Fer. from whence 

oe he 


Cn) 
he derived his exiſtence, his n, and his 
preſervation. _ | 

The inference is e How inex- 
cuſeable are we, in our days of improved know- 
ledge—under the Chriſtian Diſpenfation—in this 


Proteſtant Country- aſſuredly more happy in 


every civil and religious relation than any people 
upon earth, if we deſpiſe theſe great bleflings— 


if we forget or neglect the e they im- 


poſe upon us. 

But upon the more untverſit Diſpenſations 
of the goodneſs of our God, whether in crea- 
tion or preſervation, or in the more ineſtimable 


work of Redemption, it may ſeem in preſent 


leſs neceſſary for us to dwell, 
The preſent important criſis of this nation, 
and of the whole chriſtian world Reflection upon 


the paſt—the proſpect of the future the holy 


communion of the Body and Blood of the Son 


of God, of which we are now preparing to par- 


take —all call aloud upon us for gratitude the 
moſt fervent for reflections the moſt ſerious that 


can enter into the heart of man — ſuch as cannot 


but affect the mind, even of the moſt heedleſs; 


but muſt ſtrike deep indeed into the boſom of 


the thoughtful and religious. 
The immediate circumſtances of the Time 
call aloud upon your Miniſter for a plain and 


undiſguiſed ſtatement of certain facts. The very 


Pe Fo will not fail to lead to conſideration 
of the duty that reſults from them. In the very 


few obſervations which he may add, if he ſhall 
ſpeak 


0 
ſpeak with that frankneſs which not merely be- 
comes him, but is the bounden duty of his 
ſtation, let it be remembered, that his reflections 


are directed to things, not to perſons—That 
when duties are enjoined, and ſin reproved, all 


application of the injunction or reproof is for 
every individual to make in his own breaſt, 
If any hath done amiſs, let him reform in ſilence 
—if his heart pronounce him blameleſs, let him 
* walk humbly with his God,” and beware that 


he depart not from his integrity. 


In times more awful than Chriſtian Europe 


hath yet experienced when every year that hath 


gone by, when every paſſing hour is pregnant 
with events that proclaim aloud the finger of the 


7 Almighty—ithad pleaſed His Providence, if not 


to puniſh us with the calamity of dearth and 


' famine, at leaſt to alarm and awaken us by more 


than one ſeaſon more unfavourable than had been 
known for many years, and by what hath been 
moſt generally confeſſed to be a real diminution 


of the ſtock of our proviſions. The ſame Viſi - 
_ tations had, in a greater or leſſer degree, been 


ſpread through other Countries; and, had the 
unproductiveneſs of the laſt ſeaſon, and its unfa- 
vourable harveſt been extended to the preſent, 
the conſequences, enhanced as they were before, 
and as there is reaſon to fear they would now have 
been by the' unfeeling barbarity of avarice, might 
have been dreadful, beyond what human foreſight 
could look forward to, or human prudence could 
have prevented, or even palliated, 


Now 


/ 
„ 
Now it is moſt ſurely true, and cannot either 
be denied or concealed, that in both theſe years, 
the ever wakeful greedineſs of many added alarm 
ingly to the preſſure, whatever may have been 
the extent or magnitude of the real evil. By an 
enhancement of prices far above what the actual 
ſcarcity could warrant, or any reaſonable or ho- 
nourable profit of the grower or dealer juſtifſy 
by colluſive bargains upon terms merely nominal 
by falſe and wicked miſrepreſentations of the 
produce and proſpect of the harveſts—by con- 
cealments from the knowledge of the country— 
by accumulation, and withholding from the mar- 
kets the fair proportion which ſhould always be 
brought forward for their due ſupply, and even 
by avoiding to ſell in them at any rate—by inju- 
rious combinations—in. very many inſtances by 

fraudulent adulteration, the difficulties of the 
public received much increaſe ; nor can the cen- 
ſure upon all ſuch practices be more ſevere than 
It is deſerved, Whether the men who have done 
theſe things are of thoſe © who make long pray- 
ers for a pretence;” or whether, © walking in the 
council of the ungodly, they fit more openly in 
the ſcorner's chair; —theſe, and every one of 
- . them, in proportion to the degree of their of- 
fence, are thoſe that “ grind the faces” of the 
people, are the true © devourers of the widow's 
houſe,”—their condemnation before God and man 
both great and juſt, 
Let not, however, this cenſure be either haſty 
or indiſcriminate. The cultivator neither can, 
2 20 


(10 ) 
nor ought he to hurry the whole produce of his 
land into ſudden conſumption; leſt, among other 
reaſons, the profuſion of the earlier months occa- 
ſion aggravated ſcarcity in the latter. The dealer 
too is moſt uſeful, when, contenting himſelf wich 
the true purpoſe of his calling, he ſupplies the 
' deficiency of one diſtrict by the ſuperfluity of 
another, Upon men, who engaging in no dan- 
gerous or avaricious ſpeculation, have virtue and 
reſolution ſo to regulate the tranſactions of their 
reſpective buſineſs, whoſe actions proceed upon 


principles of ſuch utility as well as equity, no 


blame can poſſibly attach. Their induſtry is 
laudable; their moderate profits the fair reward 
of valuable ſervice. 

It is indeed devoutly to be hoped, that the 
inſtances in which the avarice of any have ſought 
a a ſordid gain, by taking advantage of the public 
anxiety and neceſſity, have not been very nume- 
rous; eſpecially if compared with thoſe, who li- 
berally and with true wiſdom refuſed their coun- 
tenance to the oppreſſion; and diſdained advan- 
tages not attainable but by the breach of ſuch 
important duties to God 9 to their neighbour. 
Examples of ſuch honourable men are not un- 
known, even to your Preacher; of men, who not 
merely under-ſelling to a few dependents, from 
oſtentation or from terror, but with free and 
open hand, at equal, and comparatively moderate 
prices, have held forth to their neighbour, to 
every fair purchaſer, and eſpecially to the poor, 
that ſeaſonable and regular ſupply which their 


neceſſities required, Of ſuch men the eſteem of 
race 


) 

thoſe around them is their leaſt praiſe. A ſatil. 
fied and applauding conſcience, and the appro- 
bation of Him who will ſuffer no good deed to 
paſs unrewarded, will be their ſure and laſting 
recompence; He that withholdeth corn, the 
people ſhall curſe him; but bleſſings ſhall be on 
the head of him that SO ſelleth it.“ 


But painful and ungrateful as is this ſubject, 
it cannot yet be dilanifſed; The preſent days 
have brought with them an evil utterly unknown 
to all that have paſſed before; ſuch indeed, as, 
if the experience and the ſuffering of the whole 
nation did not prove it, would be even beyond 
credibility, After an harveſt confeſſedly pro- 
ductive, and gathered in a ſeaſon moſt unuſually 
favourable, the prices not only of grain, but of 
every neceſſary of life have riſen, and threaten 
to be continued at an exorbitance, of which under 
correſponding circumſtances Hiſtory can furniſh 
no parallel, The miſchief is doubly aggravated 
by the univerſal conviction, and even by the 
acknowledgment of thoſe intereſted, that the 
grievance is artificial. It is not even, affected to 
be concealed by the dealer in all theſe commo- 
dities, whether he be ſeller or buyer, that the 
prices demanded, and the prices offered, are both 
very far indeed above their level. Now be the 
fault of this where it may; whether in the dealer, 
who will offer an exorbitant price for purpoſes 
of private intereſt ; or in the grower, who will 
exact, or even accept of terms beyond his fair 

| and 
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and honeſt profits, F the whole is alike inexcuſe- 
able; both parties are equally guilty of the 
offence. The practice is alike a crying fin before 
God, and a dreadful oppreſſion upon Man. The 
duties of humanity, the injunctions of religion, 
and the dire& commands of God, are all expreſs. 
ce He that oppreſſeth, RPROACHRETEH HIs Makes,” 
ce If thou ſell ought unto thy neighbour, or 
ce buyeſt ought of thy neighbour's hands, ye ſhall 
te not oppreſs.” © Wo unto them that have made 
ce diſhoneſt gain, and have greedily gained by 
« extortion, by the iniquity of their traffic.“ — 
ce Shall I not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the 
« Lord; ſhall I not be avenged?” ? 
Your Miniſter, hath already told you it 1s 
his bounden duty to urge theſe truths. Perſonal 
application he makes none. Let thoſe who have 


done amiſs, if there be any ſuch who hear him, 
+ Facts are of more weight than reaſonings: The reader may rely 


upon the following, which are only a ſmall part of what might be adduced, 


He will draw his own conclufions. In a neighbouring eounty, a ſeditious 
paper was ſtuck up, inviting the people to aſſemble on the approaching 
market day. Some magiſtrates met upon the occafion, and all diſturbance 
was prevented. They afterwards proceeded to the market, and enquired 
of a conſiderable farmer why prices were ſo high? “ Gentlemen,” his 
anſwer was, „I will tell you what has happened to me to-day. A buyer 
& aſked to ſee my ſample : I ſhewed it; and he ſaid, Why this is worth 
«& 188. I will give it for what you have.“ When this is the caſe, Gentle. 
c men, can 1 be expected to ſellfor leſs? At Shrewſbury, a perſon 
early in the market bought oats at 6s, 6d, His conſumption requiring 
more than his firſt purchaſe, he went again, and was witneſs, to the fol- 
lowing : „Let me look at your oats—theſe are worth 8s. 6d. Iwill give 
6c it; tie up your bags.“ To another and another he ſaid and did the 
ſame, every article inferior to that purchaſed by my informant - Some 
millers and farmers frequenting Wellington market, at the inſtance of an 


able and reſpeRable magiſtrate, ſigned an agreement not to buy or ſell above 


a certain price, This agreement was printed and publicly advertiſed. The 
very next morning one of them, in Shrewſbury market, bid 16s. for wheat, 
which however was not ſold to him, but to another for 158. 6d, Theſe 
things, and I could add largely to them, have all happened within the laſt 
fortaight.— Oct. 4, 1200, 4 COD IS NOT MOCKED." | 
| 2 do 


1 
do ſo no more. Let thoſe, whoſe better prin- 
ciples have reſiſted the temptation, continue to 
do honor to themſelves, and ſervice to their 


country, by their laudable porlevernuce, They 


will not fail of their reward. 
But of this gloomy ſcene, and moſt un- 
grateful ſubject enough, and perhaps more than 


enough. : Sufficient unto theſe days of trial, but 


of mercy, hath been and is their evil. The gra- 
cious goodneſs of our God hath reſtored to us 
the years of plenty. May every abuſe, to which 
either the ſcarcity which is paſt, or this return 
of abundance hath given riſe, be repreſſed and 
remedied, by the ſilent voice of conſcience, by 
the united, but legal and peaceable efforts of the 
people, by the operation of good and wholeſome 
laws! May our grateful hearts never forget ta 
whom we owe our late propitious harveft, and 
every other bleſſing—never overlooking the du- 
ties they require of us, acknowledging the kind- 
neſs of all-bounteous Providence, giving“ Glory 
to God in the higheſt,” and exerciſing a zealous, 
a practical and a perſevering *© good-will towards 
men!” Pray we to the all-gracious Father, in 


whom we have our life, and the continuance of 
that life, with all its comforts, and all its bleſ- 


ſings, that He will no more ſend among us * his 
great army, the locuſt, the worm, and the cater- 
pillar;” that He will grant “ our garners to be 
full and plenteous with all manner of ſtore ;” 
ce that our ſheep may bring forth thouſands ;” 


ce our oxen be ſtrong to labour ;? © chat there be 
| | no 


— — 
— — En > . * — 
— — — . — . — —ů——ů— 1 — ba, os 
* - a 


\ 


( i# ) 


no decay, no complaining in our ftreets ;” * that 


He will give us grace ſo to uſe theſe His mercies, 


as neither to waſte them 1n riotous profuſion, nor 
hoard them with deſigning avarice ; but that we 
may employ them with chearfulneſs and modera- 
tion © to the relief of our neceſſities,” and for the 
ſupport of the © poor that crieth.“ 
May our God alſo, in his good and ap- 
pointed time, add to his other gracious gifts the 
bleſſing of © Peace on earth.” May the con- 
fuſion, the anarchy, the tyranny, the miſery, the 


perſecution, the devaſtation, which have ſo widely 


ſpread around us, never be known to theſe 
dominions but by report, never be read but in 
the page of foreign hiſtory! May that God be 
our protection, who hath hitherto * held faſt 
« the bars of our gates—hath kept peace within 


our borders, and even now hath filled us with 


« the flour of wheat.“ 

To urge every reflection which the inpor- 
tance of our ſubject would preſs upon us is im- 
poſſible; but there is one ſo. obvious, and fo 
weighty - that here in the Church of Chriſt - with 


his ſacramental table ſpread before us—it cannot 


be that we omit—that for this, and every other 
mercy, we render thanks © to God and the Father, 
THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.” 
By Him all things were made—He is the life 


and light of man: We are His © peculiar people; 
ce bought with the price of His moſt precious 


« blood.” He is our Interceſſor with the Father; 
our 


2 
; 
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our Redeemer; and is to be our final Judge. Be 
we then as men „that have known the ways of 
ee the Lord, and the judgments of our God.“ 


Cas ) 


Through Him, “the Lamb that taketh away the 


ce ſins of the world,” let us proſtrate ourſelves 
in deep humiliation before the eternal throne— 
cc bewailing our manifold offences“ -acknow- 


ledging that it is of His goodneſs that we are not 


victims of famine and the ſword - ſaying in our 


hearts, and with our tongues, It is the Lord 
<< that giveth rain, and maketh the ſun to ſhine— 
te that openeth His hand, and filleth all things 


ce that reſerveth to us the W N weeks of 


« harveſt,” 
Above all, let us beware that we imitate 


not the ſubſequent conduct of theſe men of 
Lyſtra in our text. No ſooner had the firſt fond 
impulſe of their fooliſh eagerneſs ſubſided, than 


they ſcorned the inſtruction—deſpiſed the bene- 
fits—forgot the miracle - and attempted the 
deſtruction of the Apoſtle. There came cer- 
« tain Jews, and perſuaded the people, who 


_«ftoned Paul, and drew him out of the City, 


ce ſuppoſing he had been dead.” Let not us be 


in the like manner forgetful of the manifold 


mercies that we have received—but with every 
bounden ſentiment of piety, awe, and adoration, 
let the Praiſes of God be ever in our mouths;” 
not merely for the ſhort hours we are here aſſem- 
bled, but uniformly, and through the whole pe- 
riod of our lives. And would to God that the 

dreadful 


in the language of the Pſalmiſt, 
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dreadful neceſũty of the times did not call upon 


us to add the remaining words of the Pſalmiſt, 


« and a two-edged ſword in our hands, to be 


delivered from the heathen.” 
Yet, though there ſhould not be found a- 


mong us the © ten righteous,” for whoſe ſake 


the avenging angel would ſpare an offending na- 
tion; yet, not for our merit, but in thy mercy, 
“ ſave and deliver us, we beſeech Thee, O God, 

from the hands of our enemies.“ For the paſt 
years wherein thy right hand hath upholden us — 
for the gracious protection thou haſt hitherto in 


thy loving- kindneſs vouchſafed to our Sovereign, 
his n and our church, we bow down to 
thee with the full heart of humbleſt gratitude. 


« Not unto us, O Lord, but to thy name give 
we the glory, for thy mercies ſake.” As mem- 
bers of our now united Empire, as Britons, 

as loyal to our King, and faithful to our Country; 
as ſubjects of the mildeſt, and beſt regulated Go- 


vernment upon this Earth; as enjoying bleſſings 


unſpeakable, and proſperity almoſt without ex- 
ample; thankful for thy good gifts, and meekly 
bending beneath thy chaſtiſements, conclude we 


« Let us pray for the Peace of our Jeruſa- 
« lem; may they proſper that love thee. Peace be 
cc within thy walls, and plenteouſneſs within thy 
« dwellings. For our brethren and companions 
ce ſakes; yea, becauſe of the houſe of the Lord 
«© our God, we will wiſh thee proſperity ; we will 


ce ſeek to do thee good.” 
[r. woop 1 SALOP,] 


